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EXCURSION= NEWS SHEET 
Meeting July 1 Plants of the Ballarat Region - Pat & Bill Murphy 
Meeting August 5 Members Special Interest Night 
Excursion July 3 Local reservoirs - Ken McDonnell 


(afternoon excursion) 
Excursion 


August 7 _—_ Linton Block Working Bee - John Gregurke 


Meetings as specified are held 


President: MrJGregurke Ph: at the School of Mines and 
Secretary: Mrs M Rotheram Industries, Lydiard Street Sth, 
Treasurer: Mr G Binns Art Building, commencing at 7.30 
Editor: Mr A Dyson p.m. EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, 


COMMENCE FROM BOOK CITY, cnr 
STURT AND ARMSTRONG STS, BALLARAT 
at 9.30 a.m. for FULL DAY OUTING: 


Field reports: June 3rd, 199) 


Pat Murphy - Cootamundra wattles flowering in 
Gipnsl:. nd, a month ahead of Ballarat 

Alan wiorrison - hes been observing a Powerful Owl 
near Mt Cole for some time. kecently found that 
it was a female end had now attracted a mate. 
ie nad also noted a cherry ballart in the same 
area with deep fou%es from deer antlers. 

Lyndsay Fink - Corre; s now miking a colourful 
display in the wrisb: ne wangpes - frou yellow 
to deep red end vi rying sives. he offered to 
le:.¢ a midweek excursiun to see them. 

Margaret ‘'onkin - hus been enjoying watching 
kangaroos with joes in the nouch feeding on 
her lawn at Navirators. 

Ken vicDonnell - female hose kobin in his garden at 
Invermay for the prist three doys. 


Grer Binns - three brolyns (tvo adult, one fully 
Brown juvenile) flying over Merin merin, Clunes, 
and fe: ding in a nlouphed naddock. Also, 


in his garden at 12 Pleasnnt St south, five 
Svinebills on a nineapple sege simultaneously 
with 15 Silvereses in an adjecent dowwood. 

Ken Hammond - an excellent view of about 60 swift 

Parrots feeding quietly in the trees on a bUCA 

excursion to Moarvborourh on tay ??. Dia.nond 
firetail and sneckled werbler among 75 svecies. 

Jackie Hamnond - about eieht nex ilolland honeyeaters 
in parden. 


Diary Dates 


Sun August 7 - Linton Block - working bee. 


Sat Sep 17 - Sun 18 - Angair Inc. 1994 Wildflower show. 
Next Committee Meeting - John Gregurke's, 


- Wednesday 27 July - 7.30 pm. 


ORCHIDS of the BALLARAT DISTRICT 


No. 17 in a series 


Botanical Name : Pterostylis longifolia 
(meaning - long leaved) 


Common Name : Tall Greenhood 
Flowering Time : Approximately June to October 


This orchid is widespread 
and frequent in either dry or 
moist places of our open forests. 
It is usually found as a single plant 
and is often supported by other 
plants such as the taller grasses, 
small grass trees, the taller 
mat rushes, low heaths, etc. 
The flowering stem, about 
10 to 40 cms,is clasped by 
a number of narrow, lanceolate 
green leaves, but the rosette of 
basal leaves is usually absent 
at flowering time. The terminal 
raceme of up to 10 or more widely 
spaced flowers, translucent white 
and green striped, are usually 
lightly tipped with a brownish red. 
The lateral sepals bend downwards and 
are joined for about half their length, 
while the galea is curved from the base, 
ending in a short point. The highly 
sensitive brownish labellum has an 
upturned and notched tip and the surface 
is hairy. 
The following are some areas where 
you may see this orchid:- 
Ben Major Flora Reserve 
Black Hill diggings 
Durham Lead Uncommitted Area 
Mt. Beckwith Flora Reserve 
Smokey Town roadside 
Union Jack Education Area 
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Reptiles of the Ballarat area 
Robert Humphreys 


Robert spoke at our meeting on June 3. He is a member of the DCNR and 
has made a special study on the identification of reptiles. He showed 
coloured slides (on loan from Greg Parker at the Wildlife Park and Peter 
Robinson, DCNR officer in Melbourne), he gave us a list of the local 
recorded reptiles, and he brought along jars of interesting reptiles for us to 
look at - a very well prepared and fascinating talk. 


There are over forty species of recorded reptiles within forty to fifty 
kilometres of Ballarat. They are difficult to study being generally fairly small 
and secretive and with many similarities - identification is a special study 
and skill. During the last couple of years good reference books have been 
published and this helps in identification. Constant name changes have 
proved a hindrance for the identifier. Rob himself is preparing a book. 


Reptiles have a wide variety of habitats and are generally a successful 
group. As they are generally quiet and secretive the searcher is advised - 


- in warm conditions, to sit on a handy rock or log, keep quiet and 
study the surrounding litter and rocks for several minutes with binoculars or 
the naked eye. It is likely that small skinks will soon appear 


- in cool weather, carefully roll over logs or rocks (towards rather 
than away from yourself), and keep an eye out for fleeing animals. 


Serious ‘students’ like Rob can apply for a permit and set up traps - these 
can be in the shape of ice cream buckets set in a long trench and covered 
with mesh through which reptiles can fall. 


Identification is made through the study of the colour and size of the reptile, 
through checking the pattern of scales, and eye formations. The fepiles 
Rob discussed were either 


tortoises, lizards (geckoes, dragons, skinks, goannas) or snakes. 
Some of the colour slides we were shown - 


Common Long-necked tortoise . There are three species of Long-necked 
tortoise in Australia - this is the only local one. 


Geckoes - usually with very large eyes and loose skin. They are nocturnal 
with most activity occurring during the first few hours after sunset. They 
often chase insects near lights. 


Legless lizard - there are three local legless lizards - often found on grassy 
plains such as Cressy and Rokewood areas. Although at first glance they 
look like snakes there are three distinguishing features - they have visible 
ear openings, they have a normal tongue and they have a vestigial 
hindlimb. 


Tree dragon - the dragons have flattened bodies and rough skin and move 
very quickly. The Tree dragon is one of two local species (the other being 
the Bearded dragon) found for example at Langi Ghiran and Mount 
Beckworth. The Bearded dragon is found in drier country, such as 
Maryborough, north of the Divide. 


The Tree goanna is from one to two metres long. Due to the loss of hollow 
trees it is becoming rarer in Victoria. 


The Swamp skink. Skinks are particularly hard to identify as the scales tend 
to be fairly symmetrical. The Swamp skink is rare in Victoria and a breeding 
program has been established at the Healsville Sanctuary. They are one of 
the larger species being up to thirty five cm. in length. 


Cunningham's skink has one local habitat - at Devils Kitchen near Linton. It 
is found among rocks. The scales are equipped with “spines” . 


Three-toed skink. Most skinks have five toes on the front legs and four on 
the back. 


The Garden skink is commonly found in the litter layers in gardens and 
parks. There are six species - all very similar. 


Southern water skink - although called a water skink it is very common in 
the Creswick Forest. It will hide in water. It is also found in more saline 
areas such as Lake Corangamite. 


The Common blue-tongued lizard - it has a variety of habitats including the 
drier deep forests to grasslands. It is often locally misidentified being very 

similar to the Blotched blue-tongued lizard. Rob feels the latter is far more 
common locally. 


Shingleback or Stumpy-tailed lizard with particularly rough scales is 
common locally, particularly in the Mt Cole area. 


Woodland blind snake. Blind snakes have smooth shiny scales and are 
burrowing animals. They have tiny, vestigial eyes and the bones of the skull 
have been fused to aid burrowing. They are harmless and feed on termites 
and ants. 


White-lipped snake -a relatively small snake. found under rocks and logs. 
Fairly common in the Haddon area. 


Little whip snake - poisonous but:a small snake. Similar to the Eastern 
brown, found in grasslands about Cressy, Clunes and Rokewood. 


Red-bellied black snake - poisonous and dangerous. ay readily identified 
by the red and black colouring. ; 


Rob is always interested in any information on local reptiles which we feel 


may be of special interest to him. He can be contacted through the local 
branch of the Department of Conservation and Environment. 


JU'E EXCURSION 


Although witrin the firstweek of tmter, Sunday June 5 
Provided very pleasant weather for the excursion to 
forests south-west of Ballarat. The route taken passed 
through the Ross Creek section of the Enfield State Forest 
Staffordshire Reef, Pigoreet and Happy Valley to Mt Erip 
State Forest and returned via Linton and Smythesdale. 

This provided the opportunity to survey the current state 
°f the forests and to make observations of a good renge 

Of eucalypt species, at various stopping points. In the 
Sourse of the day the following were identified: 

Scent bark, Brown Stringybark Broad leafed Peppermint 
Messmate, Rough Barked Manna Gum (sub sp. Cygnetensis), 
Red Ironbark (sp. tricarpa), Red Stringybark and Candlebark 
Some notable plants in the Ross Creek section were Moth 
Daisy Bush, Golden Bush Pea, Blanket Fern and Epacris 
(common Heath) in beautiful, rich coloured forms. 

At Staffordshire Reef Cemetery, Scaly Buttons and Kangaroo 
Grass were evident in the cleared areas, tovether with 


Thornbill and Honeyeater bird species. 


Peregrine and Brown Falcons were seen at Devil's Kitchen 

on the Woady Yalloak River and some 50 to 60 Yellow 

Tailed Black Cockatoos flying in groups. Plants examined 
here were Wirilda wattle, Box Mistletoe, river Pottle- 
brush and Tree Violet. Theparty lunched on the summit of 
Mt Erip arongst the Red Ironbarks and Stringybarks and 
walked the ridge track to the south-west. In spite of 

the dry, cool conditions and absence of tree flowering, 
interesting observations were made. There was good move- 
ment of birds, and plants included Tiny Greenhood, 
Prostrate wattle, Large Dodder Laurel, Golden Bush, Matted 
Bush and Large-leaf Bush Peas. : 

On theketurn Journey members enjoyed an hour before dusk 
at the BOCA block at Linton, bringing the bird list for the 
day to 40 species. 


Greg Binns 


Australian Native Mammals xxiv 


Kangaroos and their Relatives. 


Order Diprotodonta Super Family Macropodoidea 
Kangaroos and their kin are characterised b owe2— 
ful hind legs and long feet, which are Sued ly emp- 

Until recently they 


loyed in a fast hopping gait. 
in a single familyMacropodidae 


were all included 
the term Macropod (more strictly Macropoidal ), is. 
a useful term for all members of the group. The 
Macropoéoidea includes two families, the Potoroide 
often loosely referred to as Rat Kangaroos, and th 
Macropodidae which covers the rest. 

With one exception, the Musky Rat Kangaroo, the mac- 
ropods bound on their hind legs when ravelling 
speed, such a gait is marginally more efficient in 
energy expenditure than @ quedripedal galloping 
running, but is inefective at low speeds because the 
tail has to be used in a clumsy pintapedal gait. 

A kangaroo cannot walk nor can it move easily back - 


wards. There is no certain answer to the question 
is only, elsewhere in 


but this method of locomotion 
mammals, in small animals such as hopping mice. 
Kangaroos hind legs must move together in terrest- 
fal locomotion (only Tree Kangaroos move the hind 
legs alternately), an interesting exception, demon- 
strated in swimming Kangaroos is the hind legs kick 


alternately. Most Macropods are nocturnal LN 
retire to dense bush in the pouch of kan- 


aytime, 
garoos like most Biprotodons, Wambats and Koalas 
being the exceptions, 


a 
e 


opens forward, the pouch con- 
ung at a time 


tains four teats although only one yo 
is born, they leave the pouch from 90 days (Bettong 


to 200 days), further young remain in a small oval 
sac called a blastocyst until the pouch isfree or 


a young dies. 
The, young that leave the pouch may still suckle 
using the same nipple for several weeks. It is 
rare that two young may be suckled from outside the 
pouch, the teats with the embryo attached and the 
suckling young provide milk of quite different com- 
position. ; 
Macropods occupy almost all of Australia New Guinea 
and nearby Islands, they are not_ above the snowline 
There are about 50 species in all . 

Elfin. 


